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EPIDIDYMIS 
 1.  Used primarily to detect nonspecific bacterial and sexually transmitted epididymitis.  Bacterial  
                    epididymitis is most commonly due to members of the family Enterbacteriaceae or pseudomonads 
                    and generally occurs in men over 35 years of age.  Sexually tansmitted epididymitis is most 
                    commonly due to Chlamydia trachomatis and Neisseria gonorrhoeae. 
 2.  Use needle and syringe to collect material from epididymis 
 
PENILE LESION 
 1.  Clean the surface of the lesion with sterile saline solution.  If there is a crust on the lesion remove it. 
 2.  Scrape the lesion until serous fluid emerges 
 3.  Wipe away fluid and debris with sterile gauze.  Try to avoid bleeding. 
 4.  Press the base of the lesion until clear fluid is expressed. 
 5.  Aspirate vesicular fluid with a 26 to 27 guage needle and place it in the appropriate transport 
      System or swab the area with sterile Eswab® or 
 6.  Touch a slide to the fluid, and cover the fluid on the slide with a coverslip (for Treponema pallidum 
        detection or 
 7.  Unroof the vesicle, and collect fluid with a sterile swab and place it in the Universal Viral  
      Transport Media (UVT)(for HSV detection). 
 8.  Scrape the base of an open vesicle with a sterile scalpel blade, and rub the base vigorously with  
        a sterile swab (for HSV and H. ducreyi detection).  Place swab in the Universal Viral Transport 
       media. 
   
PROSTATIC MASSAGE 
 1.  Used to diagnose acute and chronic prostatitis.  For both diseases gram negative enteric  
                    bacterial organisms are the most frequently isolated pathogens.  
 2.  Collect specimen in a sterile tube or on a sterile Eswab® and place swab in liquid media. 
 
URETHRA SPECIMEN COLLECTION 
 1.  Collect specimen at least 2 hours after the patient has urinated. 
 2.  Insert mini-tip Eswab® 2-4 cm into urethra.  Rotate clockwise 2-3 seconds to ensure contact  
      with all urethral surfaces.  Withdraw swab.  Place in liquid media. 
 3.  Molecular Testing:  Place swab in Cobas media.  Snap off at score line.  Transport to lab. 
 4.  Bacterial culture:  Collect in the same manner using mini-tip Eswab®, place swab in liquid  
      media.  Transport swabs for bacteria at Room Temp.  Within 24 hours. 
 5.  For gonorrhoeae:  if purulent discharge is present, collect exudate directly on the Eswab®. 
      Place swab in liquid media.  Stable for 24 hrs. 
 6.  Herpes or Viral cultures:  Collect and transport in separate unshared Universal Viral Transport media 
                    within 24 hours. 
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