
 

Imagine the most frightening moment of your life happening at 
the worst possible time--in the middle of a snow storm.  

 
During a heart attack or critical illness, every second 
counts. At Nebraska Heart, we take time seriously. That’s 
why four state-of-the-art catheterization labs are within 50 
feet of the ambulance entrance door. In this amazing 
facility, the door to balloon time is just 22 minutes--
compared to the American Heart Association standard of 90 
minutes.  
 

Even before you arrive, paramedics transmit critical data to the cath lab department, 
house supervisor and physician so care can be readied for your arrival.  
 
Indeed, arrival is an essential link in this high-tech chain of care. Now imagine your 
ambulance pulling up to Nebraska Heart in that storm. Staff and EMTs brace themselves 
against the blowing snow and bitter cold as they rush you into the facility. Seconds count 
as they race you inside.  
 
Now imagine the ambulance pulling instead into a dedicated and specialized 
canopy ambulance entrance area. The canopy provides a shield against the storm and 
air curtains help control the temperature. Here, ambulance EMTs and hospital care 
providers are enveloped in a protective environment where the full focus can be on 
you—not fighting the inclement conditions so common in the Midwest. Will you help us 
improve this already amazing quality of care? 
 
Each year, generous donors make a difference for Nebraska Heart patients and 
their families. Won’t you join them? This year’s project is a controlled environment 
canopy emergency entrance capable of handling two ambulances to speed the transfer 
of patients from ambulance to the cath lab. The completed project will culminate in a 
two-ambulance canopy with double emergency doors and temperature-control 
technology.  
 
Remember, when you donate to Hearts of Hope this holiday season, you do more 
than help enhance the healing environment at Nebraska Heart. You also have the 
opportunity to honor or remember a loved one, friend or colleague. Show you care 
with a thoughtful Christmas gift of having a personalized red heart ornament placed on 
the Hearts of Hope tree at Nebraska Heart Hospital and at the Nebraska Heart Institute 
in honor or in memory of a special person in your life. If you wish, an acknowledgement 
of your gift will be sent to the person you designate. Simply donate online at 
give.chihealth.com/StElizabeth-NEHeart. 
 
Thank you for sharing your generous spirit this holiday season.  
 
Wishing you a joyous Christmas and Happy New Year, 
 
 
Donna Hammack, CFRE, FCEP    Derek Vance 
Chief Development Officer     President   
CHI Health Nebraska Heart Foundation    CHI Health Nebraska Heart  
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